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SPAIN BECOMES A REPUBLIC 


HE resignation on April 14 of Alfonso XIII 

as King of Spain brought to a speedy and 
bloodless climax a long struggle between Mon- 
archists and Republicans. This resignation was 
precipitated by the crucial municipal elections* 
held on the preceding Sunday which resulted in 
victory in forty of the forty-nine provinces for 
the Republicans, Socialists and other Left groups. 


Following the resignation of the Aznar cabinet 
Tuesday morning, and apparently upon its recom- 
mendation, the King signed a decree renouncing 
the throne. The Republican leader, Alcala Za- 
mora, then proclaimed the establishment of a re- 
public at Madrid with himself as Provisional 
President. On April 15 it was announced by the 
new Finance Minister that the recent currency 
stabilization loan of $60,000,000 made by Ameri- 
can and Continental bankers would be honored. 


Separate republican proclamations were made 
in other cities, the most significant being the one 
by those chronic separatists, the Catalonians, at 
Barcelona.t Whether the newly proclaimed re- 
public at the capital will be able to establish and 
maintain its authority throughout the country is 
still uncertain. With its proclamation, however, 
an episode which commenced with the Morocco 
debacle and the de Rivera dictatorship in 1923 
seems to have come to an end. W. L. W. 


Portugal’s Dictatorship Falters 


Although it is already a republic, Spain’s neigh- 
or is not immune from unrest. In March a re- 
‘olt broke out in the Madeira Islands against 
the dictatorship of General Carmona, and on 
April 8 the rebels were joined by the garrisons 
f the Azores. That the home government con- 
iders the situation serious is shown by the heavy 
-oncentration of troops in the rebel area, a rigor- 


*Cf. “The Spanish Crisis Continues,” F. P. A. News Bulletin, Vol. X, 
2, April 3, 1931. 


f. “Spain in Revolt,” F. P. A. 


L News Bulletin, Vol. 
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ous censorship, and the order to foreigners to 
leave the Madeiras. 

As these revolts indicate, the parliamentary 
republic set up in Portugal in 1910, following 
the overthrow of King Manoel, has not brought 
stability. In the following sixteen years Portugal 
experienced forty different governments and a 
score of revolutions. Only one President served 
out the regular four-year term. As a protest 
against this condition, which was accompanied 
by a financial crisis, a group of army officers 
established a dictatorship in May 1926. In March 
1928 General Carmona became President. Un- 
able to solve the financial question, he conferred 
dictatorial powers upon his Minister of Finance, 
Professor Oliveira Salazar. While for a time 
the budget was balanced, it was at the price of 
increasing both taxes and the public debt; mean- 
while, there was an unfavorable balance of trade, 
intensified unemployment and general unrest. 

Confronted by opposition from Democratic 
Republicans and from Monarchists, General Car- 
mona in May 1927 promised that the dictatorship 
would soon give way to a parliamentary régime. 
3ut no steps in this direction have been taken, 
partly because a large number of army officers 
are opposed to a more democratic régime which 
would inevitably curtail their present privileges. 
Whether or not a republican form of govern- 
ment in Spain will be more able to solve the 
problems of that country than such a government 
in Portugal, only the future can answer. 

E. G. 
Japan Reorganizes Its Cabinet 

The recent session of the Japanese Diet, marked 
by stormy scenes but devoid of important legis- 
lative results, has been climaxed by the resigna- 
tion of Premier Yuko Hamaguchi, followed on 
April 14 by the reorganization of the Minseito 
cabinet under Reijiro Wakatsuki. Although in 
large part the result of political pressure exerted 
by the Seiyukai Opposition, the event is of slight 


practical importance. 
isters have retained their portfolios, and Premier 
Wakatsuki will continue the government’s policies 
of financial retrenchment and naval limitation. 
The new premier becomes head of the Minseito 


All but three of the Min- 


party as well as of the government. By virtue 
of his leadership of the London naval delegation, 
his former premiership in 1926-1927, and his 
position outside recent party controversies, he 
is well able to maintain and re-enforce party 
solidarity. 

Throughout the Diet session which opened on 
December 24, the Seiyukai party, outnumbered 
by 267 to 191 in the lower house, had sought to 
make political capital of Premier Hamaguchi’s 
enforced absence during his prolonged conva- 
lescence from the attempted assassination of No- 
vember 14. The fact that the acting premier, 
Foreign Minister Shidehara, was not a party 
member gave rise to the argument that he should 
not preside over a party cabinet. A motion to 
this effect was voted down early in the session, 
but the argument was constantly reiterated. It 
was also urged as contrary to constitutional prin- 
ciple for Premier Hamaguchi to retain office while 
unable to meet the people’s representatives. Ulti- 
mately, Premier Hamaguchi emerged from his 
confinement to face the Diet, and on March 20 
succeeded in defeating a non-confidence motion 
by a vote of 239 to 169. His later relapse, how- 
ever, again revived the agitation for his removal, 
culminating in the present cabinet reorganization. 

The government’s naval policy was also sub- 
jected to incessant criticism in the Diet. Al- 
though the government had pledged that the sav- 
ings from the naval treaty, amounting to ¥508,- 
000,000, would be passed on to the taxpayer, it 
was obliged to accept a program of “moderniza- 
tion” and construction which required an outlay 
of ¥374,000,000 through 1937, leaving a surplus 
of ¥134,000,000 for the purposes of tax relief over 
the six-year period. Of this amount only ¥9,100,- 
000 was allotted to tax reduction in the current 
budget. This situation led the Seiyukai to pre- 
sent a motion, which was defeated by a majority 
of 93, requesting the government to effect greater 
tax reductions. 

The naval issue was raised in a more acute 
form on February 3 in the Budget Committee 
where Baron Shidehara, in answer to an obscure 
opponent, incautiously replied: “The fact that the 
treaty has been ratified is a clear testimony that 
it does not put the national defense in peril.” 
The charge immediately leveled by the Opposi- 
tion that the Foreign Minister was trying to 
make the Emperor responsible for his own act 
caused a wild tumult. Baron Shidehara was with 


Page Twe 


difficulty saved from violence, and for a week 
thereafter the House was kept in turmoil. The 
episode ended on February 12, when Baron Shide- 
hara formally withdrew his remark. 

Despite its large majority in the lower house, 
kept intact throughout the session, the govern- 


An inte 


ment carried through but little of its legislative Vou. X 
program. Its chief success was registered in the 

budget, with the measure of retrenchment and | 
tax reduction therein achieved. Two bills bear- ae 
ing on trade unions and woman suffrage failed York, | 
to pass the House of Peers. The Labor Union o’clock 
bill was directed chiefly toward the legalization Thos 
of trade unions by defining their exact status. As Ip y*.* 
originally drafted, it was favored by the Labor card. 


representatives in the Diet. The bill, introduced 
by the Home Minister toward the end of the ses- 
sion, however, had been greatly amended by the 
government. The Labor representatives were 
denied an opportunity to speak on the bill, but 
a Seiyukai member declared that it left the true 


On 


nature of labor unions in great ambiguity, denied east c 
them the right of collective bargaining, and ruth- revolu 
lessly restricted unionist movements. The bill duras 
passed the House but was shelved by a committee which 
of the Peers. The Woman Suffrage bill, also (ests. 

passed by the House, was designed to enfranchize the St 
all women of 25 years and over in local and (sels to 
municipal (not prefectural or national) elections. presen 
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It also qualified women to hold local and muni- have b 

cipal offices, provided their husbands gave con- Mea 

sent. The bill was defeated in the House of (tary o: 

Peers by a vote of 184 to 62. T. A. BISSON United 
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